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ANNEXES 
 

G7 Declaration 
on the Agreement on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological 

Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 
 
Celebrating the adoption, on 19 June 2023, of the Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond 
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement), as a landmark achievement in the context of ocean governance and 
the Law of the Sea. 
 
Recognizing its contribution to reaching Sustainable Development Goal 14 of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the global targets related to ocean protection, conservation, restoration, and 
sustainable development, in particular the target to effectively conserve and manage at least 30% of coastal 
and marine areas by 2030 of the Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity.   
 
Aware that sixty instruments of ratification, approval, acceptance, or accession are needed, so as to allow for 
the entry into force and subsequent implementation of the BBNJ Agreement and congratulating the Republics 
of Palau, Chile, Belize and Seychelles for being the first States to ratify the BBNJ Agreement thus paving the 
way for a swift process. 
 
Taking note of the UNEA-6 Resolution “Strengthening ocean efforts to tackle climate change, marine 
biodiversity loss and pollution”. 
 
Welcoming the discussions under the Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly A/RES/78/272 to 
convene a Preparatory Commission to prepare for the entry into force of the Agreement and to prepare for the 
convening of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Agreement. 
 
Welcoming Decision 14/2023 by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Council to authorize the use of up to 
US$ 34 million for the funding of ratification support and early action activities for the BBNJ Agreement, the 
GEF being one of the entities comprising its financial mechanism.  
 
We, the G7:  
 

1. Commit to pursue the swift ratification, approval, acceptance and accession of the BBNJ Agreement 
at the earliest date possible, endeavouring to do so by the third United Nations Ocean Conference 
(UNOC-3), to be held in Nice, France, in June 2025, which would create an impetus for the promotion 
of the Agreement and would foster its swift implementation; 
 

2. call on all States to sign and pursue the swift ratification, approval, acceptance and accession of the 
BBNJ Agreement as soon as possible thus contributing to the swift achievement of the necessary 60 
ratifications for its early entry into force and implementation; 
 

3. commit to continue providing support to developing countries, including the least developed countries 
and the Small Island Developing States, in their respective processes of ratification, in particular 
through capacity building and technical assistance, in a spirit of strengthened multilateralism and 
international cooperation;  
 

4. promote the implementation of the Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly A/RES/78/272 
to convene a Preparatory Commission to prepare for the entry into force of the Agreement and to 
prepare for the convening of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Agreement. 
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G7 Water Coalition 

 

2023 UN Water Conference delivered a significant shift on the global narrative around water and reset 
expectations regarding the extent of international collaboration necessary to overcome the global water crisis. 
However, the world is still off track to deliver water related goals and targets. 

Water is fundamental for life and cross-sectoral by nature and the water crisis is being exacerbated by the 
impacts of climate change. Water and its sustainable management are fundamental to tackle the triple global 
crisis in an integrated manner. 

Inter alia, access to water and sanitation, management of water resource quantity and quality, pollution, water 
reuse, water-related ecosystems, international and transboundary water cooperation, extreme climate related 
events such as floods and droughts, as well as interlinkages between sectors, such as the water-energy-food-
ecosystems nexus and other relevant nexuses, and the promotion of integrated water resource management 
at all levels of governance, including at the basin level, are crucial for sustainability. 

The G7 Water Coalition aims to identify common goals and strategies, to catalyze shared ambitions and 
priorities to tackle the global water crisis, and to mainstream water and its cross-sectoral relevance in an 
impactful and coherent way into the existing fora and processes, including by raising the political focus on 
water at the global level, increasing the impact of the G7 and complementing other global initiatives. 

The Coalition will first build a preliminary inventory of the processes and opportunities where the G7 can help 
shape the global water agenda. 

The Coalition efforts will be done with a view to promoting effective, efficient, inclusive, and just policies to 
achieve SDG 6 and other international water-related goals and targets and to coordinate inputs and positions 
in preparation of major water events or other events where water issue might be discussed and/or negotiated. 

The Coalition will align with and complement existing work on water management and therefore, not duplicate 
past or ongoing discussions on global water priorities.  

At least one yearly meeting will be organized by the G7 Presidency and can be implemented through an ad 
hoc workshop back-to-back to or on the margins of G7 meetings or other relevant events or at specific 
occasions. The Coalition may meet at other times around major relevant events, upon invitation of the G7 
Presidency, after consultation of the G7 Members.  

The outcome documents of the G7 Water Coalition meetings may include concise and future-oriented 
summary reports and suggested next steps, as a reference for G7 joint efforts in the global Agenda. 

Each year the Presidency should ensure their goals and outcomes for any proposed workshop are focused 
and clear. 

Noting the large number of international events relating to water, the Presidency should endeavor to ensure 
any proposed workshop ties in with existing international events.  

 
 


